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A Southern Resident Orca Task Force

ARecommendations & Progress
AWDFW Role and Engagement




2018 Gov Inslee Issued
SRKW Executive Order
18-02

AOutlined problem and elevated
ISsue

Aldentified immediate recovery
actions for state agencies

ACreated the Southern Resident Killer
Whale Task Force to develop
recommendations
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 18-01

SOUTHEERN RESIDENT KILLER WHALE
RECOVERY AND TASK FORCE

WHEREAS, Southemn Resident Eiller Whales (Southem Residents) are an iconic and treasured
species in Washington and throughout the Pacific Northwest;

WHEREAS, Southem Fesidents are classified as endangered in Washington and swrounding
waters, under the U_S. Endangered Species Act and in Canada under the Species at Risk Act;

WHEREAS, the population of Southemn Fesidents has declined. from a high of 98 in 1993, to
76 today, which 1s the lowest number of Southemn Residents in more than three decades. Fecent
science also indicates that many Southem Residents are in poor condition and are struggling to
raise calves;

WHEREAS, if Southem Residents were to become extinet, we would suffer an unacceptable
loss to our envirenment, economy, and way of Life. We would also lose an essential component
of our marine ecosystem and an indicator of the health of our waters;

WHEREAS, Southem Residents hold sizmficant cultural value to native tnbes and all
Washingtomians;

WHEREAS, Southemn Residents, through the whale watching industry alone, contribute as
much as $60 mullion to the local economy annually and provide hundreds of jobs to the Puget
Sound region;

WHEREAS, Southem Fesidents make their home i Washington's marine waters for a portion
of the year, but they are also highly migratory seeking prey along the west coast from Northem
California to Southeast Alaska. Therefore, Southem Residents rely on healthy ecosystems and
food sources from Washington and throughout the west coast of the United States and Canada;

WHEREAS, three primary factors threaten Southemn Resident populations: (1) prey availability,
(2) legacy and new toxic contammants, and (3) disturbance from noise and vessel traffic. The
health of Southem Pesidents and Chinook salmon are tightly linked. Fecent scientific studies
indicate that reduced Chinook salmon nms undermine the potential for the Scuthem Resident
population to successfully reproduce and recover. Both Southem Residents and Chinock salmon
populations are adversely impacted by warming oceans and ocean acidification due to climate
change. Presence of contaminants and accumulation of pollutants in Washington's waters are
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Orca Task Force

A Multiple representatives to create
recommendations including:

A Tribes
A legislators
A State, local and federal & Canadian agencies
A non -profits
A Business
A Extensive public comments
A 2 reports with Final Recommendations
A 3 Working Groups: Prey, Vessels, Contaminants




Three Working Groups

Prey, Contaminants, Vessels

A Working Group members included:
A Tribes
A legislators

A State, local and federal & Canadian
agencies

A non -profits

A Business

A University scientists
A Canadian entities




149 Orca Task Force Recommendations

11.0719. pdf

MORE SALMON

dRecommendations_

LESS NOISE AND
DISTURBANCE

FUND,
MONITOR,
ADAPT

LESS
POLLUTION

ADDRESS CLIMATE

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ORCA

The Washington State Governor’s Southern Resident Killer

www.governorwa.gov/sites/default/files/OrcaTaskForce_FinalReportan




Life After the
Task Force

A Task Force sunset after submitting
final report to Governor

A 2021 - Orca Recovery Coordinator -
Governoro6s Sal mon
Office

A State Agencies

A Coordination with Tribes

A Working Groups & Partners
A Monitoring with PSP

A SRKW Intergovernmental
Workgroup

A Budgets, Policy, Activities, Actions
A www.orca.wa.gov



http://www.orca.wa.gov/

Progress




Budgets to Support
Orca Recovery

A2019-21 $700 Million
A2021-23 $800 Million
A2022 supplemental  $376Million

A2023-25 $1.2 Billion

Note: Funding does not reflect Department of Transportation culvert
injunction for fish passage or electrification of ferries




Goal 1:

InCcrease
Chinook
abundance.




Prey
Progress
Highlights:

A Increased Habitat programs
and overall funding

A SRKW prey stock prioritization
A PST habitat implementation

A Salmon Strategy Update,
workplan and funding

A Focus on increased prey base,
iIncluding hatchery production




